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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 5 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4, and 5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. In the amended claims 1, 4 and 5, the term 'which' in front of the word identifiers only 
seems to confuse things. Examiner suggests that, for better form purposes only, the word 
'which' be removed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. The newly amended independent claims include language to the effect 'means for 
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communicating the predetermined type of communication to the associated network printer'. 
Applicant's specification seems to clearly teach that the notifications (e.g. status notifications 
such as paper jam [paragraph 15]) are transmitted by the monitoring utility to the user or system 
administrator (paragraphs 16, 22, 4) who are located at the client machines 100 in order to send 
print jobs to the printer (paragraph 12, wherein a user on a PC issues a print command). Thus, 
no teaching was found to teach that the 'predetermined notification to be issued by the specific 
controller' is transmitted back to 'the associated network printer' and applicant has submitted 
new matter into the claims. 

Examiner Note: Apart from the art cited below, applicant is pointed to Fan et al (US 
6310692) and its discussion of notification tables for sending notifications back to a user 
at a client if this was the intent of the claim language. Other very pertinent art included 
in the conclusion below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1, 2, 6, 4, 8, 10, 5, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Teng et al. (US 6240456). 

Regarding claims L 4, and 5 . Teng teaches a network (Fig. 5, col. 5 lines 4-7) 
comprising: 

at least one network printer (50, Fig. 5) having a printer controller (inherent to a 
printer is some sort of controller/CPU/processing unit to handle the printing instructions; col. 5 
line 29); 

at least one client device (20, Fig. 5) submitting a print job to a network printer (e.g. 

col. 2 lines 47-51; col. 5 line 50); 

a printer controller monitoring utility for monitoring print functions (network server 

49), the monitoring utility comprising: 

means for identifying a specific printer controller governing the print job 
(col. 2 lines 63-65, URL includes information on the specific printer [and thus printer 
controller] selected by the user); 

means for loading a selected set of identifiers from a plurality of sets thereof 
(col. 2 lines 63-65, wherein the servers routes the message to the appropriate server 
process for that printer controller; separate printers have separate formatting [col. 6 lines 
29-30; col. 9 lines 19-29]) , which identifiers correspond to the specific printer 
controller (formatting data for the specific printer [col. 6 lines 29-30; col. 9 lines 19- 
29]); 

means for selecting from the selected set of identifiers a respective identifier 
corresponding to a predetermined type of notification to be issued by the specific 
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printer controller (e.g. col. 9 lines 17-29, optional components 126 select the 
appropriate DLL for the specific printer/printer controller and translate the server 
language to the printer specific language and visa versa); 

means for using the selected identifier to issue the predetermined type of 
notification from the controller (col. 8 lines 17-23, sending notifications for requests 
for information and receiving notifications with the requested information to and from the 
printer controller; other notifications discussed are the server submits the data and 
notification to print col. [2 lines 66-67], as well as sending other notifications including 
system administration tasks [col. 3 lines 1-4] and other desired jobs [col. 5 lines 59-60; 
col. 7 line 67; col. 8 lines 41 and 55; col. 9 lines 17-29]); and 

means for communicating the predetermined type of notification to the 
associated network printer (lines between 49 and 50 are means for communicating 
information between the monitoring utility and the printer and 126, 74 and 50 are the 
means for issuing such communications). 

Regarding claims 2, 8, and 12 . which depend from claims 1, 4, and 5, Teng teaches 
mapping tables having message dynamic link libraries that are loaded and unloaded 
depending on the specific printer controller (col. 9 line 19, wherein DLLs are loaded/unloaded 
for mapping the general HTTP protocol to the proprietary protocol for the specific printer 
controller). 

Regarding claims 6. 10. and 14 . which depend from claims 1, 4, and 5, Teng teaches 
communicating the predetermined type of notification is via a selected communication 
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protocol (col. 9 lines 20-21 as proprietary as well as other standard HTTP and Internet protocols 
depending on the server setup [col. 8 lines 31-33 - use conventional Internet protocols]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teng 
as applied to claims 2, 8, and 12 above, and further in view of Eylon et al. (US 6574618) 
hereafter as Eylon. 

Regarding claim 3 . which depends from claim 2, Teng does not specifically teach the 
each dynamic link library has it own header file. 

Eylon teaches that dynamic link libraries can have their own header files (col. 10 lines 

18-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the dynamic linked 
libraries of Teng could have header files as taught in Eylon. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to, as stated in Eylon, be able to load just the header of a linked library in order to 
view the functions within, for example, if the library was the correct one associated with the 
specific printer device. Then the full dynamic linked library is loaded when it is the correct 
library. 
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7. Claims 7, 1 1, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teng 
as applied to claims 6, 10, and 14 above, and further in view of Clough et al. (US 6788429). 

Regarding claims 7, IK and 15 , which depend from claims 6, 10, and 14, Teng does not 
specifically teach the conventional Internet protocols or the proprietary protocols for printing in a 
networked system to the be the simple network management protocol. 

However, Clough teaches that the simple network management protocol is a well-known 
protocol for implementing bi-directional communication between a printer and print server (col. 
3 lines 33-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a standard protocol 
used in printing systems such as SNMP in the printing environment of Teng, which clearly 
teaches using well-known standard protocols for communication. The motivation for doing so 
would have been to allow the system to use and understand an industry standard protocol as well 
as the other benefits of SNMP which are well known in the art. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Levine et al. (US 6020973) teaches centralized print server for interfacing one or more 
network clients with a plurality of printing devices, see specifically discussion of 
connectivity modules. 

Yanagidaira (US 6490052) teaches printer controller, see specifically 57, 58. 
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Rourke et al. (US 5995721) teaches distributed printing system including printer profiles 

that are loaded and used to format jobs for the specific printers. 
Jacobs (US 6043898) teaches method and system for concurrently executing multiple 

spooling systems in a networked computer system, see specifically 44. 
Keeney et al. (US 6748471) teaches methods and apparatus for requesting and receiving a 

print job via a printer polling device associated with a printer, see specifically 805. 
Hanson (US 20030048469) teaches system and method for voice status messaging for a 

printer. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lucas Divine whose telephone number is 571-272-7432. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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